Michael Tarpey

x
x
x

Landstown High School

2001 Concert Drive

Virginia Beach, VA 23456

Topic #3

Grade 9

Mrs. Weiss

Anthem Essay


There is a moment in the book Anthem where Equality looks into the water and has a revelation, and this moment has great significance to what the book stands for. Ever since the end of Chapter Five of this novel by Ayn Rand, Equality, the chosen rebel who thinks for himself, has longed to see his own face. “…We wonder, for the first time in our life, what we look like.” The meaning definitely goes far beyond how we use a mirror every day. He’s not just checking how good he looks, that’s for sure. There is a much deeper reason to it, and this reason is incredibly important to Equality’s development and the theme of the story.


When he does finally get the chance to see his own face, the fact that the society he lived in was a lie really sinks in. Now knowing how truly different his face was from the rest, he could reflect upon and analyze his life. Were people curious, afraid, or maybe even jealous about how he got this way? It makes clear the fact that not just Equality had different thoughts from everyone else. Everyone thought for themselves, but Equality was the only one to act upon these thoughts. In his search to find out the truth about his world, he discovers a tunnel with many secrets inside, left over from the Unmentionable Times. With a few weeks of exploration, he creates electricity in this tunnel. He’s the only one that even tries to make a difference by presenting it to the Council that supposedly makes decisions for the good of all people. Unfortunately, it did not work out the way he thought it would at all. He had to run away into the forest, away from this stale community. And this leads to the moment where he discovers his own face.

The actual act of looking into the water has a huge relation to the altruistic society, as well. For instance, the community allows no mirrors at all, to avoid the risk of self-admiration springing up. Everyone has to wear similar clothing with only neutral colors, live and work in dull buildings, and follow structured schedules. Everything is based on choices made by the government. You didn’t dare choose friends over other friends or excel in classes. Or Equality’s greatest mistake, inventing something for what you think is for the common good. Can you imagine having to live in such a strict society, where there’s absolutely no individualism?
Trust is not a factor here: how can it be? Everything done must be for the good of their brothers, so there’s no need to trust or distrust anyone until the day Equality discovers the tunnel. He can trust his friend, International, to keep the secret. This strengthens the fact that not just Equality had self-centered or even rebellious thoughts. And when he looks into the water, he can trust himself. He knows that he can make the choices that will determine his own future. If he couldn’t trust himself, he could not live. He knows he is making the right decisions for himself and he has nothing to fear, unlike the society he left, which has everything to fear and nothing to trust. 

This is a major breakthrough for Equality because he now knows that no matter what decisions he makes, he no longer makes them for his brothers. He is making them to benefit himself first, and others second. He carries this knowledge to his new home, also left from the Unmentionable Times. Along with Gaea, his new wife, he has nothing to fear. He has escaped the society that has held him back for so long, and can now respect his self with pride. He accomplished what everyone in his community secretly wanted: freedom. And as simple as looking into a river may seem, there may have been no self-admiring Prometheus at the end without this major event.
