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I was blessed with natural intelligence. I was unquestioningly supported by my parents. I have dealt with a long range move, a parent's terminal illness, a criminal aunt that I am very close to, a long-term conflict between the two sides of my family; all of this in addition to the “normal” trials that typically surround a high-school career.


So I have experience. But what does it all mean?


Sure, intelligence is the foundation. It is at the heart of everything I do, and it is what has fundamentally enabled me to reach for the top, doing things I would have thought unthinkable only a few months ago. But my family is who has really shaped me. I come from a world where stories of my family's history are pridefully retold; where it is more than okay to poke fun at even the most heinous things we have seen each other do in the past; where everyone supports one another, regardless of those times we may have hurt each other; and where even the smallest accomplishments are not judged by their size, but how big of a celebration the accomplishment deserves. (And somehow, the accomplishment is always deemed worthy of a big celebration.)


Having a family that is as strange, passionate, loving, fun-loving, and downright crazy as mine is, I am forced to give them a little credit for affecting me. And I do not mind giving it to them, because above all, I aspire for them.

MIT: Describe the world you come from; for example, your family, clubs, school, community, city, or town. How has that world shaped your dreams and aspirations? (*) (200-250 words)
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