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Themes Displayed in Bram Stoker's Dracula


In the face of any adversity, the outcome of the situation comes down to human nature. People band together in the face of hardship, tragedy, and evil. The latter possibility is thoroughly explored in the novel Dracula by Bram Stoker, where a true force of evil, Count Dracula, threatens the human race with the prospect of vampirism. The unfortunate souls that fall into his direct line of misdeeds are, whether fatefully or otherwise, banded together to fight a common enemy; this is the basis of quite a few themes throughout the novel. Specifically, the strength of teamwork and true love in the face of evil are the most powerful themes in Dracula, and thorough analysis shows just how deep-veined these themes are.


There are numerous examples of the power of teamwork displayed in all phases of the novel, some more obvious than others. The cooperation begins right at the outset of Jonathan Harker's journey to Castle Dracula. Harker fails to realize the plight he is about to place himself in by submitting himself to Dracula's care, but the people that he passes in rural towns and villages along the way do comprehend, and take it upon themselves to bless him. One woman in particular extends a very kind gesture to Harker, who notes it in his journal: “She then rose and dried her eyes, and taking a crucifix from her neck offered it to me” (Stoker 5). The woman recognizes the gravity of the evil Harker is about to submit to, and gives him a charm that will protect against the Count. Teamwork does not always require the full and complete knowledge of all those involved in the team; as long as someone is doing something to benefit the greater good of the team, teamwork is at play. This is an important concept that can and should be applied to many real life situations. As the story progresses, this theme begins to root itself at the very core of the plot, as everyone must band together to track and take down the evil of Dracula; this further cements the concept of teamwork as a major theme of the book.


The next level of thematic analysis in a natural progression should be a more specific emotion that affects the characters: love. Teamwork and human nature is one thing, but human emotion is a more powerful force that merits its own theme. The most prominent examples that should be noted here are those belonging to the two major couples in the book: Jonathan Harker and Mina Murray, and Lucy Westenra and Arthur Holmwood. Mina's love for Harker is illustrated through her care for him after he is discovered after being missing for a prolonged period of time: “I found my dear one, oh, so thin and pale and weak-looking” (Stoker 100). Just as Harker was given the will to stay vigilant by all the village people he passed on the way to Castle Dracula, now he is cared for by her after the harrowing journey. Love is there when people need it most, and this point in the story arguably Harker's most mentally unstable; it is appropriate, therefore, that Mina is there to care for him now. Lucy and Arthur share a similar, if not deeper connection. When Lucy is afflicted by the bite of the vampire and comes dangerously close to death by blood loss, Arthur is the first to volunteer himself for a transfusion at the expert hands of Van Helsing: “'What can I do?' asked Arthur hoarsely. 'Tell me, and I shall do it. My life is hers, and I would give the last drop of blood in my body for her'” (Stoker 117). In an ultimate act of sacrifice and selflessness, Arthur gives his own blood to support the dying body of Lucy. Van Helsing goes on to note that “[Arthur] is so young and strong and of blood so pure that we need not defibrinate it” (Stoker 118), implying that the sheer emotion and pure good that Arthur's action encompasses renders the need to purify the blood useless. The blood has already been cleansed by true love, indicating that love is something more powerful and principle to the story than science and procedure.


On the surface, Dracula is a tale of mystery and suspense. It can be read purely as a story of science fiction and fantasy, and a lot can be absorbed from such a read. But at the theoretical heart of the book is human nature. There is inherent good; there has to be, or else the protagonists would not have been able to effectively combat the evil.  The protagonists display this inherent good through their various actions and speech, using both kindness and love as an emotional medium through which to express themselves. It is these two themes that make Dracula not only an evil tale, but a good one as well.
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